UK Phone number changes

From the 1st June 1999 the UK will once again have to make changes to its national phone system. Unlike the changes in the past, you will have at least one year to make the changes. This means that you can dial the new codes shown below, or the old codes.  

London

London Area Code changes from (0171) or (0181) to (020)

Local number: create the new eight-digit local number by adding 7 or 8 to the front of the existing local number, depending on whether you are in an existing 0171 or 0181 area.



Existing�New��(0171) XXX XXXX ��(0181) XXX XXXX �(020) 7XXX XXXX ��(020) 8XXX XXXX ��

You will be able to use the new area code with the new local number from 1 June 1999. You will continue to be able to use both the new area code and new local number, or the existing area code and existing local number, until 14 October 2000. When dialling locally, before the changeover day on 22 April 2000 you will need to use the existing number. After that date use the new eight digit local number

Portsmouth

Portsmouth area code changes from (01705) to (023)

Local number: add 92 to the front of the existing six-digit local number to create the new eight-digit local number



Existing�New�����(01705) XXXXXX �(023) 92XX XXXX ��

You will be able to use the new area code with the new local number from 1 June 1999. You will continue to be able to use both the new area code and new local number, or the existing area code and existing local number, until autumn 2000. Before the changeover day on 22 April 2000, you will need to use the existing local number when dialling locally. From 22 April 2000 only the new local number will work.



Southampton

Southampton area code changes from (01703) to (023)

Local number: add 80 to the front of the existing six-digit local number to create the new eight-digit local number



Existing�New��(01703) XXXXXX �(023) 20XX XXXX ��

You will be able to use the new area code with the new local number from 1 June 1999. You will continue to be able to use both the new area code and new local number, or the existing area code and existing local number, until autumn 2000. Before the changeover day on 22 April 2000, you will need to use the existing local number when dialling locally. From 22 April 2000 only the new local number will work.



Cardiff

Cardiff area code changes from (01222) to (029)

Local number: add 20 to the front of the existing six-digit local number to create the new eight-digit local number

Existing�New��(01222) XXXXXX �(029) 20XX XXXX ���You will be able to use the new area code with the new local number from 1 June 1999. You will continue to be able to use both the new area code and new local number, or the existing area code and existing local number, until autumn 2000. Before the changeover day on 22 April 2000, you will need to use the existing local number when dialling locally. From 22 April 2000 only the new local number will work.



Coventry

Coventry area code changes from (01203) to (024)

Local number: add 76 to the front of the existing six-digit local number to create the new eight-digit local number



Existing�New��(01203) XXXXXX �(024) 76XX XXXX��

You will be able to use the new area code with the new local number from 1 June 1999. You will continue to be able to use both the new area code and new local number, or the existing area code and existing local number, until autumn 2000. Before the changeover day on 22 April 2000, you will need to use the existing local number when dialling locally. From 22 April 2000 only the new local number will work



Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland area code: (028) will be the code for the whole of Northern Ireland

Local number: local five and six digit numbers will become eight digit local numbers

Existing (Example)�New��Belfast �(six-digit)(01232) xxxxxx�Ballygawley 

(five-digit)(016625) xxxxx���(028) 90xx xxxx���(028) 855x xxxx��

Dialling into Northern Ireland from outside

From June 1999 it will be possible to use either the new 028 area code with the new eight-digit local number, or the existing area code with the existing (five or six digit) local number. Both the existing and new numbers will run together until 16 September 2000.�

From 16 September 2000 only the new area code (028) with the new eight-digit local number will work.



Dialling within Northern Ireland�From June 1999, it will be possible to use either the new 028 area code with the new eight-digit local number, or the existing area code with the existing (five or six digit) local number. Both the existing and new numbers will run together until 16 September 2000.�

From 16 September 2000 you will only need to use the new eight-digit local number.�

Local dialling within Northern Ireland

Until 22 April 2000 you can continue to use the existing local (five or six digit) number.�After 22 April 2000 you must use the new eight-digit local number.
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